
                                                               

Thursday November 14 , 2024  

Chamber Business Breakfast 
 

Sponsored by: AdventHealth Dade City & Zephyrhills 

  

At Golden Corral, 6855 Gall Boulevard, Zephyrhills  

2024 



As we bid October a fond farewell, we begin the holiday season!  

I have a hard head sometime but many of you know I do have a soft heart when it 

comes to our local non-profits. These incredibly giving groups are the quiet support our 

community members reach out to when help is needed. It comes in many forms from 

helping to heal our souls to putting shoes on our soles.  

One of the focus areas of your Chamber is to help make connections and help  

encourage collaboration amongst our membership, therefore we want to connect you. 

Below is just a small list, in no particular order, of some of our local non-profit organizations that would love your  

engagement and assistance.  

Academy of Spectrum Diversity (Gift Card Drive, Flyer attached)   

Contact Chris Dester  cdester@myasdacademy.org 

Sunrise of Pasco (Gift Card Drive, Flyer attached) 

Contact Leesa Fryer  lfryer@sunrisepasco.org  

Caterpillars to Butterflies Charitable Foundations, Inc. (providing gifts to foster children at a lunch with Santa.  

Amazon Wish List link:  https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/owner-view/2GMXVNEJY9U97?share=false)  

Contact Tracy Hanson  tracy@caterflies.org 

Pregnancy Care Center of Zephyrhills (Gift Card Drive, Flyer attached) 

Contact Amy Yarborough  amy@pcczhills.com 

LILLY Education Foundation (toy drive and items to build a Little Free Library, Night of Light holiday concert, vendor 

fair, and art sale coming up on Giving Tuesday. As our 'Giving' initiative, we will be hosting a toy drive for children  

receiving treatments at a local hospital during the holiday season)  

Contact Lexa Duno  lexa@lillyedu.org 

Early Learning Coalition of Pasco & Hernando Counties, Inc. (We typically adopt families for the holidays and shop for 

the children for gifts based on the lists we receive from parents/grandparents. We usually adopt 3 families from each 

county and shop for the children based on the lists the families provide. We also give each family a $50 GC for a meal.) 

Contact Steve Knobl  s.knobl@elcph.org 

Oasis Pregnancy Care Centers (Adopt A Family program and gift card donation drive) 

Contact David Dorsey  dave@oasispregnancycenter.org 

St. Joseph Catholic Church  (partnering with The Thomas Promise Foundation for a toy collection drive) 

Contact Beverly Burgess  admin@stjosephzephyrhills.org  

Dade City Police Foundation  Contact dcpdfoundation@gmail.com  

Please reach out to them as the giving spirit moves you. Some of their flyers are also included in this newsletter.  

Chamber President/CEO  Communique  
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Register for the 

next one on 

Nov 6, 2024 





Elevated Estates at The Edwinola 

Fun with Memory Care 



Elevated Estates at The Edwinola 

More Fun with Memory Care 

Looking for more information call 352-567-6500, visit www.elevatedestatesedwinola.org 

 or visit the facility 14235 Edwinola Way, Dade City 

http://www.elevatedestatesedwinola.org


Chair: Sid Jarrett, Jarrett Ford Dade City    STAFF 

Vice Chair: Nick Burgess, AdventHealth Pasco County  Vicki Wiggins, President & CEO 

      Foundation       Ivan Abare, Member Relations 

Past Chair: Matt Maggard, Shumaker    Jo Uber, Membership Relations Coordinator 

Past Chair: Dr. Randy Stovall, PHSC, Provost Emeritus  Kayla Chandler, Program & Events Coordinator 

Treasurer:  Terena Jones, Habitat for Humanity    Melody Floyd, Marketing Coordinator 

     East & Central Pasco      Haley Roberson, Administrative Assistant 

Secretary:  Dennis Harmeson, Zephyrhills/Wesley  

     Chapel Ministerial Assoc. 

Ana Crespo, San Antonio Citizens Federal Credit Union 

Andy Taylor, TECO-Emera 

Carolyn Hodges, Faithful Friends Pet Cremation 

David West, Dade City Church of Christ 

Debbie Murray, East Pasco Republican Club   

Dennis Feltwell, Pasco-Hernando State College 

     East Campus Provost    

Eugenia Parlow, Two Men and a Truck    

Julie Cotton, Lynch, Cotton & Associates, P.A.   

Karly Jarrett, Jarrett Ford Dade City    

Katie Duncan, AdventHealth Dade City & Zephyrhills 

Kelly Sinn, Sunrise of Pasco, Inc. 

Kendall Deford, Kendall Deford Handyman 

Kimberly Poe, Pasco County Schools-Assistant  

     Superintendent of Elementary Schools 

Kevin Sullivan, Accident Attorney 

Pascal Collard, Sarah Vande Berg Tennis & Wellness Center 

Sam Abrahani, Memco Properties, Inc. 

Shane Bedward, AdventHealth Dade City 

Shane Barker, Vitis Realty 

Sue Prenderville, SONG Printing 

Tiffany Anderson, Saint Leo University 

Valerie Rochon, Rocycle, LLC 

Emeritus 

Sister Roberta Bailey, O.S.B., Benedictine Sister of Florida 

Ex-Officio 

Councilman Steve Spina, City of Zephyrhills 

 

Board of Directors & Staff  

2024-2025 



Applying for FEMA Disaster Assistance 

Don’t know where to begin? 

FEMA Application: There are four ways you can apply for FEMA disaster assistance. 

1. Fill out an application online at DisasterAssistance.gov. 

2. Apply using the FEMA app. Download the free app from your smartphone's app store. 

3. Apply by phone at 1-800-621-3362. 

4. Apply in person at a Disaster Recovery Center (DRC). Find a DRC near you here. 

FEMA Appeals: If you receive a letter from FEMA and you disagree with FEMA’s decision 

about your eligibility, you can appeal the decision. FEMA might need more information to 

continue processing your application. 

You have 60 days to appeal the decision from the date on your notification letter. If you 

have questions regarding the letter or how to appeal, you may visit a Disaster 

Recovery Center or call the FEMA Helpline at 800-621-3362. You can locate a FEMA 

DRC near you here or by texting ‘DRC zip-code’ to 43362. 

You can submit your appeal online, in person, or by mail or fax. 

Online: At DisasterAssistance.gov. Log into your account and upload supporting 

documents via the Correspondence Upload Center. 

In-person: At a Disaster Recovery Center. 

By mail: Send to FEMA Individuals & Households Program, National Processing 

Center - P.O. Box 10055 Hyattsville, MD 20782-8055 

By fax: (800) 827-8112, Attention: FEMA –Individuals & Households Program 

 

More information: 

on FEMA website 

On Pasco County’s website 

 

DisasterAssistance.gov
http://www.fema.gov/about/news-multimedia/mobile-products
https://egateway.fema.gov/ESF6/DRCLocator
https://egateway.fema.gov/ESF6/DRCLocator
DisasterAssistance.gov
https://egateway.fema.gov/ESF6/DRCLocator
http://www.FEMA.gov
http://www.pascocountyfl.net


Distasio Law Firm  
Ashley Bonham, Project Manager-Attorney Sync 
3848 Flatiron Loop, Suite 101-6 
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544 
813-437-4424 
Legal Services 
 
Intuitive Business Consultants 
Brittney Eads 
PO Box 1744 
Zephyrhills, FL 33539 
Finance & Insurance 
 
Pride Homes USA, LLC 

Robert Dekker 

5433 9th Street, Suite 108 

Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

Construction 

 
Treasure Systems, LLC 
Jeff Dickerson, Principal 
34408 SR 54, Unit 218 
Zephyrhills, FL 33543 
206-687-3308 
Finance 
 

 

REMINDER:   
 

Refer a New Member and receive $25.00  

credit towards your membership renewal! 

October New Members 



2 Minutes  
Bahr Plumbing 
Brownsberger, Messineo & Nichols, LLC 
C21 Bill Nye Realty 
Dade City Center for the Arts 
Dade City Church of Christ 
DGPerry, CPAs + Advisors 
Efficient Computer Services, Inc. 
Florida Women Magazine 
First National Bank of Pasco-Gall Blvd. 
First National Bank of Pasco-Dade City 
First National Bank of Pasco-SR54 
First Presbyterian Church Zephyrhills 
Friends of Hugh Embry Library 
GFWC-Woman’s Club of Dade City 
HF Men’s Wear 
Hodges Family Funeral Home-Zephyrhills 
Landing RV 

REMINDER:   
 

Refer a New Member and receive $25.00  

credit towards your membership renewal! 

October Renewing Members 

Lee Reed Insurance 
Matthew S Bryington, DDS 
Palm Medical Center-Dade City 
Pasco County Housing Authority 
Phillip Michael, Inc. 
Pippen Law 
Postal Authority 
Premier Community Healthcare Group 
Protech Roofing Services, LLC 
Roadstar Hotel 
Skymark Roofing/Solar/Pest 
South Lake Pharmacy 
Southport Springs Golf & Country Club 
Tactical Parachute Delivery Service 
Travel Squad Vacations 
Two Krazy Chicks Antiques & More 
Vitoria Farms 
Zephyrhills Brewing Company  

Don’t miss out on great  

Networking Opportunities 

Just a small  

part of your Chamber  

Membership Benefits 



 

 

The Academy of Spectrum Diversity 

(on 10/5/2024) 
 

Have you scheduled your Grand Opening, Ribbon Cutting, or  

Anniversary Celebration? 

 

If not, don’t miss this special opportunity, call the Chamber Today!  

We’d love to celebrate with you! 



The Academy of Spectrum Diversity 

(on 10/5/2024) continued 
 

5320 1st Street 

Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

813-355-3230 



The Academy of Spectrum Diversity 

(on 10/5/2024) continued 
 

5320 1st Street 

Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

813-355-3230 



The Academy of Spectrum Diversity 

(on 10/5/2024) continued 
 

5320 1st Street 

Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

813-355-3230 



The Academy of Spectrum Diversity 

(on 10/5/2024) continued 
 

5320 1st Street 

Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

813-355-3230 



One Life-Thiago Santos, Medicare and 

Life Insurance 

(on 10/4/2024) 
 

739 W County Line Road 

Zephyrhills, FL 3354 

727-487-9479 



One Life-Thiago Santos, Medicare 

and Life Insurance 

(on 10/4/2024) continued 
 

739 W County Line Road 

Zephyrhills, FL 3354 

727-487-9479 



One Life-Thiago Santos, Medicare 

and Life Insurance 

(on 10/4/2024) continued 
 

739 W County Line Road 

Zephyrhills, FL 3354 

727-487-9479 



Have you scheduled your Grand Opening, Ribbon Cutting, or  

Anniversary Celebration? 

 

If not, don’t miss this special opportunity, call the Chamber Today!  

We’d love to celebrate with you! 

Hang Art Studio 

(on 10/25/2024)  
 

17710 Long Ridge Road 

Tampa, FL 33647 

703-999-7604 



Hang Art Studio 

(on 10/25/2024) continued 
 

17710 Long Ridge Road 

Tampa, FL 33647 

703-999-7604 

Have you scheduled your Grand Opening, Ribbon Cutting, or  

Anniversary Celebration? 

 

If not, don’t miss this special opportunity, call the Chamber Today!  

We’d love to celebrate with you! 



Hang Art Studio 

(on 10/25/2024) continued 
 

17710 Long Ridge Road 

Tampa, FL 33647 

703-999-7604 



 

15th Annual Pigz in Zhills BBQ & 
Blues Festival 

Sat, Feb 8, 2025 

Sponsorship Opportunities  

Available!  

(include a space to engage with the 

thousands of attendees and more) 

 

For more information call 

352-567-3769 

or 

813-782-1913 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You can submit monthly informational  

articles about you, your employees and 

your business? 

 You can Sponsor a Chamber Breakfast and 

be able to introduce your business to the 

attendees? 

 Advertisement is available in: Newsletter,  

Chamber Magazine & Website? 

 The Referral Program can pay your  

renewal membership dues? 

 You can be a Sponsor for the Annual  

Kumquat Festival, Pigz In Zhills,  

Incredi-Bowl, Golf? 

 Attending Core Connections each month 

helps you learn more about your chamber 

benefits? 



Did you know? 

• Solutions Thrift Store is owned and operated by Sunrise of Pasco 

• 100% of the net proceeds generated by sales at Solutions Thrift  

      Store are used to support all programs and services 

• Has started the construction of the new Pet Retreat so that no  

      survivor has to choose between their safety and their pet’s  

      well-being 

• All services are free of charge and include: Average 6 week  

      shelter stay, Case Management and Counseling Services, Support  

      Groups for Women and Children, Limited Transportation 

Shelter Needs: 

• Large Freezer Bins 

• Extra Large Water Purifier Jug and Filters 

• Coffee Filters 

• Large Plastic Containers 

• Lysol Multi purpose Cleaner 

• Mr. Clean Multipurpose Cleaner 

• Liquid Laundry Detergent (large containers) 

• Fabuloso (Green or Yellow) 

• Disinfectant Spray 

• Wash Cloths 

• Twin Sized Comforters 

• Bath Towels 

• Standard size bed pillows 

• Flip Flops (adult) 

• Pajamas (adult) 

• Elastic-waist comfy bottoms sizes S-2X 

(adult unisex) 

• T-Shirts (adult unisex sizing) 

• Children/Infant Clothing (all sizes) 

• Children/Infant Pajamas 

• Children/Infant T-Shirts 

• Children/Infant Bottoms 

• Women’s Deodorant 

• Shea Moisture-Ethnic Hair Products 

• Shampoo 

• Conditioner 

• Hairspray 

• Loofas 

• Wide tooth combs and Paddle brushes 

• Body Wash 

To schedule a drop-off, please call 352-521-3358 or email info@sunrisepasco.org 

Counseling / Outreach East 352-567-1681                                          Counseling / Outreach West 727-264-8479 

Solutions Thrift Store 352-521-3000                                                     www.sunrisepasco.org 

Free Confidential 24/ Crisis Hotline 352-521-3120                            Call 911 if you are in danger 

Other Ways to support survivors: 

• Legacy Giving: Give a bequest or a planned gift 

• Community Partners: Businesses can support residents of Pasco County experiencing domestic or  

sexual violence 

• In-Kind Donations: Support Survivors by donating goods or services 



 
 
 

PSO Finds Truth Through Science 
 
Amongst the many law enforcement personnel who walk through a crime 
scene is a specialized group of people who find truth through science: our 
forensic investigators. Assisting deputies on various calls, including  
burglaries, overdoses, shootings and homicides, those who work in the 
field of forensics provide valuable skills to help solve crimes and bring clo-
sure to families. Pasco Sheriff's Office is pleased to highlight our forensic 
services section and our agency's different forensic science entities. 
 

PSO's Forensic Services Section consists of forensic investigators, latent print examiners and a  
Human Remains Detection K9. Each aspect of this section helps deputies identify subjects, solve 
crimes and bring closure to families. Forensic investigators assist deputies by using skills such as 
crime scene documentation and reconstruction, DNA collection and blood pattern analysis. Latent 
print examiners help find leads by processing, comparing and identifying collected prints through an 
extensive verification procedure. This specialized unit also includes K9 Diesel, a Human Remains 
Detection K9 and one of the only forensics-integrated K9s in the country. 
 
Florida's Forensic Institute for Research, Security and Tactics, or F1RST, is a world-class training 
and research facility that PSO established to drive innovative and proactive approaches to policing. 
F1RST researches various topics, one of which is forensic anthropology. The facilities at F1RST 
provide ideal environments for forensic investigators and other practitioners to develop new  
methods and strategies for critical steps in the investigative process. The knowledge and skills 
gained through F1RST are then applied to actual cases, increasing public safety and bringing  
closure to families. F1RST also includes an in-house forensic anthropologist, who often joins PSO 
investigators on cases to identify discovered human remains. 
 
PSO forensic investigators proudly pass their knowledge to the next generation through the Explor-
er Post 916: Forensic Branch. This exciting program is for those aged 14-21 to explore how  
science-based initiatives help law enforcement and our community. Participants in the program 
learn from experienced PSO forensic investigators and earn some of the same certificates as our 
forensic investigators, providing Explorers with first-hand experience training like forensic 
investigators. To learn more, visit PascoExplorersPascoSheriff.com.  
 
College students interested in advancing their education and gaining experience in the forensic field 
can apply for PSO's forensic internship and the F1RST internship. Our interns learn about the  
various methodologies forensic investigators use to analyze and document crime scenes and collect 
and examine valuable evidence. Students interested can learn more at JoinPSO.com. 
 
Forensic science is an exceptional asset to protecting our citizens. The unique skills and expertise 
forensic investigators and anthropologists bring to a case help deputies solve crimes faster and  
provide much-needed answers to those affected by crime. PSO is grateful to our forensic members 
and proud to provide opportunities for others to learn more about this essential specialization. 

 
 

Sheriff Chris Nocco 

November 2024 Sheriff Letter 



The Dade City Garden Club (DCGC) is honored to have the 

Mt. Zion African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church as out 

2024 Christmas Ornament. Each year, options are  

considered for the ornament and this year we wanted to  

return to highlighting historical buildings. The Mt. Zion AME 

Church is one of the first and most important buildings in 

Dade City. Construction started around 1894 – just 9 years 

after Dade City was incorporated! 

In 1996, Mt. Zion was honored and recognized by the Pasco  

County Historical Preservation Committee with a historical 

plaque affixed to the church building. The church has been 

in existence and continues to service its membership and 

the community for over 129 years. 

The DCGC ornament is a tangible reminder of the wonderful  

history of Dade City and the role it has played in the community.  

A quote from Dr. Henry L. Gates states “No pillar of the African American community has been more 

central to its history, identity, and social justice vision than the “Black Church.” Preservation is saving 

places, preserving the past, allowing us to remember people who made the community prosperous. 

We must keep our history alive and never allow it to be erased. We want to save all history for  

future generations.  

Ornaments are available at the East Pasco Chamber’s Dade City Office located at 14112 8th Street.  

Cost is $22.00, payment is Checks Only payable to Dade City Garden Club. 

If you have any questions you can call 352-567-3769 ext 203 for Jo or ext 202 for Melody. 



Two Hurricanes and a Flood 

When it rains, it pours—or so the saying goes. But for us this past month, it has felt more like a flood. We've 

faced the loss of a dear friend, endured two hurricanes, been displaced from our home by flooding, and said 

goodbye to our beloved Australian Shepherd, Cooper. Some might wonder how, in the midst of all this, we 

could still feel grateful to God during the Thanksgiving season. 

Yet through all these challenges, God's blessings have been undeniable. We've discovered friends we didn't 

even know we had, connected with neighbors whose names we hadn’t known before, and experienced  

incredible acts of kindness. Strangers showed us compassion by opening their own home to us while they 

were away—an act of trust that humbled us. Friends, family, and coworkers from Pasco County and even 

other states reached out, and more importantly, they prayed for us. 

I know God is real because I couldn’t have navigated these storms without Him. I’ve seen His hand at work 

through the people He brought into our lives—truly, they have been God-sent. It reminds me of a time when 

I nearly drowned in the ocean. It was only when I stopped fighting against the waves that I was rescued. Back 

then, I didn’t recognize God’s hand in my saving, but today, I can see it clearly in our current struggles. His 

presence has been undeniable. 

And here’s the thing: God can rescue you too. We often believe we can manage life on our own, thinking we 

don't need anyone's help, not even God’s. But one day, we realize we can't bear the weight of the world by 

ourselves. Christ offers to carry that weight for you, if you’ll let Him. He will carry you through the hurts, the 

pain, the storms, and yes, even the floodwaters. When you feel alone, overwhelmed, and as though you 

can’t take any more, He will be there. He is the one who will carry you through the storms of life. 

 

Dade City Christian Church 

11800 Windsorwood Boulevard 

352-518-0072 

Fall Family Festivities 

Fall is ripe with fun activities. Here are a few you can do with the 

whole family: 

• Camp out in the backyard: All you need is a patch of grass, a 

tent and sleeping bags.  

• Attend a Fall Festival: Enjoy time with local festivals and try some delicious 

food. 

• Make treats to eat or give away: Gall is a great time to try new recipes as a 

family or to give to a friend or neighbor. 



Drive 4 UR School Presentation to Pasco High School and  

Zephyrhills High School at the football game. 

Pasco High School vs  

Zephyrhills High School  

Varsity Football Game had a 

nice turn out to support both 

teams. 

Both schools would like to also 

thank and express their  

appreciation to Jarrett Ford 

Dade City and Dade City Noon 

Rotary for their continued  

support and donations to both 

schools and community, as 

well as to the parents, staff 

and community members who 

participated in this year’s 

Drive 4 UR School fundraiser 

successfully earnings the 

schools a total of $6,000. 

Did you know you can support the schools by attending their sports games? This is great way 

to show your support to the athletes, schools and your community. 

You can go to GoFan.co, type in the school and you will see all of their athletic games and  

purchase your tickets. 



We are happy to announce a new date for the Monarch Butterfly Festival! 

 
We will be holding the Festival on Saturday, April 5, 2025. To add to the good news, this event will be held in 
conjunction with the Dade City Garden Club's NGC Small Standard Flower Show, "Blooms & Bees--The Buzz 
in the Garden," enlarging even more the potential audience for our special event. All other details including 
the location, time and the Jolley Trolley remain the same. 

 
Thanks to all of you who wished us good luck as Hurricane Milton had other plans for Dade City and our 
event and offered your continued support. We are excited about the potential the event in the spring  
presents and will keep you up to date as plans progress. 

A great 

way to 

Network 

and Grow 

Your  

Business! 



“Where’s Ivan?” Did you know we have our 

very own “Waldo”? 

Except he goes by “Ivan”! 

Have you seen “Ivan” out and about 

visiting our Chamber Members? 

Do you know which of your fellow 

Chamber Members he has visited?  

Above is: 

Professional Hair Labs and  

Academy of Spectrum Diversity 

You never know where his smiling face 

will pop up at! 

Looking good Ivan! 

Especially the hair! 

Parent-Driven Education for Children  

on the Spectrum (Grades K-12) 



“Where’s Ivan?” 
Look the  

October Magazine 

has arrived! 

 

Get yours before 

they are all gone! 

Do you know which of your fellow 

Chamber Members he has visited?  

 

Above is: 

San Antonio Citizens Federal Credit 

Union 

 

Right is:  

Chick-fil-A 

 

You never know where his smiling 

face will pop up at! 

Neighbor helping Neighbor 

Together we will Thrive 

Taking a much needed lunch break where 

you hear “My Pleasure” from everyone! 



“Where’s Ivan?” 

Do you know which of your fellow 

Chamber Members he has visited?  

Above is: 

Maximus Self Storage 

 

Right is: 

Hodges Family Funeral Home 

 

You never know where his smiling 

face will pop up at! 

“Ivan” was out and about all over this 

month visiting our Chamber Members! 

 

Where will he be next month? 

 

Only “Ivan” knows! 

“Ivan receiving a friendly reminder that  

“He’s” Got it all Under Control”! 

“Maximus” is a strong choice 



“Where’s Ivan?” 

Do you know which of your fellow Chamber Members he has visited?  

Above is: 

Subaru of Wesley Chapel 

You never know where his smiling face will pop up at! 

“Where you can find 

your very own  

“Chief Love Officer”  

to help you find  

the right  

“four wheels for you” 

“Building a strong sense 

of community! “ 

 

Visit and enjoy family-

friendly service. 



“Where’s Ivan?” 

Do you know which of your fellow Chamber Members he has visited?  

Above is: 

Maximus Self Storage and 

Hodges Family Funeral Home 

 

You never know where his smiling face will pop up at! 

Rolo Rosado wants you to 

know “We put our customers 

first 7 days a week.” 

 

Stop by to say Hi! 

“To be different from 

any healthcare  

experience you’ve had 

before. Perhaps even 

life-changing. 

 

Dedicated to family  

chiropractic and spine 

health! 



Run for Hope …..And Your Life, Zombie 5K & 1K Fun 

Run held on Oct 26, 2024 

 

A fun time was had by everyone! Zombies and 

“others” showed up to have a great day! 

 

And everyone survived the Zombie Apocalypse!  

 

A Big Thank You to all who came out to support us 

and Thank You to all of our Sponsors. 

 

Hope Services 

5426 Land O’Lakes Boulevard 

Land O’Lakes, FL 34639 

813-629-9717 



YOUR PATH TO HOMEOWNERSHIP 

AN IN DEPTH TRAINING FOR FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS 

John understands that buying a home is more than just a transaction; it's a  

significant milestone. 

That's why he is dedicated to providing you with a personalized and stress-free 

experience that exceeds your expectations every step of the way. With many 

years of combined real estate experience throughout Pasco, Hernando, Citrus  

county and beyond, he has honed his expertise and is committed to make your 

homebuying journey as smooth and successful as possible. 

MARKET EXPERTISE 

• Deep understanding of the local housing market, including current trends, pricing, and inventory 

• Here to provide valuable insights and advise to help buyers navigate the market and find the right  

property 

ACCESS TO RESOURCES 

• As a member of numerous Multiple Listing Systems (MLS’s), he has access to a wide range of resources 

and tools, such as property listings, market data, and financial calculators, can help buyers make  

informed decisions 

NEGOTIATING 

• Is a skilled negotiator who has assisted many buyers secure the best possible deal on a property 

• Will handle all negotiations on your behalf, including price, terms, and contingencies 

NETWORKING 

• With many years experience in real estate comes an extensive network of contacts in the industry,  

including other agents, lenders, home inspectors, title companies, and contractors, that are vital in  

navigating the homebuying process 

TIME SAVING 

• Helped to save buyers time by doing the legwork to find propertied that match their criteria 

• Scheduled viewings 

• Handles all paperwork and communications with the listing agent 

• Allows you to focus your effort and energy on the many other things that come 

along with a real estate transaction such as signing documents,  

organizing and packing boxes, and coordinating your big move 

Buying With Confidence is Buying With John Overbeck 

813-592-1092 

johno@mcleodteamrealtor.com 

www.mcleodteamrealtor.com 

http://www.mcleodteamrealtor.com


10/30/2024 at Chick-fil-A for schools in Zephyrhills 



10/30/2024 schools in Zephyrhills 

October Citizens of the Month 

Academy of Spectrum Diversity  Draven Akers 

Chester W. Taylor Elementary  Prince Marshall 

CES Academy (Elementary)  Leonardo Trescher 

CES Academy (Secondary)  Aubrey Bill 

Heritage Academy  Nadia Rosato 

Raymond B. Stewart Middle  Celeste Pead 

West Zephyrhills Elementary  Penelope McClendon 

Woodland Elementary  Milana Manko 

Zephyrhills Christian Academy  Angelo Evangelista 

Zephyrhills High School  Heczeliel Rivalta 



Thank you to our: 

Venue & Breakfast Sponsor: Chick-fil-A 

Medallion Sponsor: AdventHealth Zephyrhills 

Foundation Sponsors: 

Bahr’s Propane Gas & A/C, Inc. 

Benedictine Sisters of Florida 

BGE, Inc. 

Central Florida Tree & Debris 

Chick-fil-A 

City of Zephyrhills 

IR Staffing 

Jarrett Ford Dade City 

Jim Driscoll 

S & S Ranch Wedding & Entertainment Venue 

San Antonio Citizens Federal Credit Union 

South Branch Ranch 

Spivey Karate 

Statewide Insurance, LLC-Dade City 

Suncoast Credit Union 

Sunrise Rotary Club of Dade City 

VITIS Realty 

Certificates / Letters of Commendation: 

East Pasco Chamber Foundation 

Jarrett Ford Dade City 

Pasco County Clerk & Comptroller 

Pasco Sheriff 

State Representative Randy Maggard 

State Senator Danny Burgess, District 20 

U.S. Congresswoman Laurel Lee 

Zephyrhills Mayor Melonie Monson 

Zephyrhills Police Chief Derek Brewer 

“In The Bag” Donors: 

Pioneer Florida Museum & Village 

AdventHealth 

Ministerial Association of Zephyrhills & Wesley 

Chapel 

Benedictine Sisters of Florida 

S & S Ranch Wedding & Entertainment Venue 

Beef O” Brady’s Zephyrhills 

Culver’s 

Kona Ice Zephyrhills 

Pasco-Hernando State College 

Pin Chasers East Pasco, Inc. 

Trade Mark Sales, Inc. 

Bahr’s Propane Gas & A/C, Inc. 

VITIS Realty 

San Antonio Citizens Federal Credit Union 

East Pasco Chamber Foundation 

South Branch Ranch 

Pasco Education Foundation 

 

Thank you Parents, Teachers, and Schools. 

This program happens because of YOU! 

 

Want more information on how you can be a 

Sponsor and show your support to our Citizens 

each month and support the 7 Scholarships  we 

award to our high school graduates email  

vicki@eastpascochamber.org. 

 

 



Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida  

Properties Group-The Amber Lewis Group-Nanette 

Mateo 

We primarily serve anyone who is looking to buy/sell 

their home or are relocating to Tampa Bay and  

surrounding areas, helping people and families find their 

dream home. 

352-287-6777 

nanette@amberlewisgroup.com 

 

G & R Parking Lot Maintenance 

Frances Gutierrez, Owner 

Family owned business for over 30 years experience in 

Florida that specializes in Paving, Asphalt Repairs, Seal 

Coating, Driveways, Concrete, Tennis Courts, Sport 

Courts, Pickleball Courts, ADA Compliance Ramps, and 

Striping. We offer free estimates. 

813-297-1314 

frances.gnr@gmail.com 

 

Henriquez Accounting & Tax Services 

Pedro Henriquez, CEO 

Specializing in comprehensive financial services, offering 

expert bookkeeping and tax preparation for both  

businesses and individuals, streamlining your finances, 

ensuring accuracy and efficiency throughout the year. 

Additionally, we provide LLC creation services, helping 

you establish your business with ease and confidence. 

With a commitment to personalized service and  

meticulous attention to detail, we support your financial 

success every step of the way. 

813-321-7999 

pedro@henriquezaccounting.com 

Humana-Skylar Griessel, Licensed Agent 

As a fortune 50 company, Humana is committed to  

serving the community with health insurance benefits. 

Between Medicare Advantage, supplement and  

individual dental and vision plans, Humana is one of the 

leading health insurance companies in Florida. Nearly 

every plan was awarded a 5 star rating for 2024. 

813-687-1280 

sgriessel@humana.com 

 

Naturecoaster.com 

Diane Bedard 

Naturecoaster.com will help you grow your organization 

regionally with our partnership and advertising packages. 

We are Florida’s #1 online magazine. Naturecoaster.com 

connects the best of Pasco, Hernando, and Citrus  

Counties through our regional directory of local  

businesses, events calendar, social media, and  

award-winning feature stories. No crime. No politics. East 

Pasco, THINK BIG when planning your ad investments! 

Naturecoaster.com will introduce your organization or 

events to our loyal readers and help you grow. 

352-428-2143 

diane@naturecoaster.com 

 

One Life-Thiago Santos, Medicare and Life  

Insurance Broker 

Helping seniors in the community find all the benefits and 

options with their current Medicare Advantage Plan and 

other plans that may give them even more benefits they 

may not be aware of such as lower copays, giveback on 

their part B premium, food card, and much more. In  

addition, we help low income families apply for Medicaid 

benefits and EBT cards. 

727-487-9479 

tsantos.onelife@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chamber Champion Members 



 

Profit Growth Catalysts 

Ann Chaves, Owner 

Profit Growth Catalysts specializes in helping businesses 

exponentially increase their profits while freeing up time 

for owners to focus on what matters most. Through prov-

en foundational strategies, we provide tailored solutions 

that drive sustainable growth, enabling businesses to 2x, 

3x, or even 4x their profits while giving owners the time 

freedom to pursue their true desires. Whether optimizing 

operations, improving cash flow, or enhancing market 

positioning, our expertise empowers you to reach your 

goals faster and more efficiently. Ready to discover  

hidden profits? Book a complimentary session today 

510-600-4391 

ann@profitgrowthcatalysts.com 

 

Quixotic Fibers 

Carla Billingsley 

A full service local yarn store committed to outfitting you 

with the best supplies, tools, and advice to make your 

adventures a big success. Our expertly curated selection 

ranges from the finest hand dyed yarns and needles to 

budget-friendly basics. 

813-904-4153 

carla@quixoticfibers.com 

 

 

 

 

Ronnie’s Carpets & Flooring 

Eddie Thomas 

Local family-owned company since 1971 offering a large 

selection of floor covering including LVP, Waterproof 

Flooring, Laminate, Wood, Tile, Carpet, Vinyl, Area Rugs, 

Baseboards and flooring supplies, Services available:  

including carpet and tile cleaning, installs, removals, cash 

and carry, repairs, and binding. We serve all of  

Zephyrhills, Dade City, Wesley Chapel, Lakeland, and  

surrounding areas. 

863-859-1441 

eddie@ronniescarpets.com 

 

Subaru of Wesley Chapel 

Stephen McKinney, Chief Love Officer 

Premier dealership offering a wide range of new and  

preowned Subaru vehicles. Exceptional customer service, 

expert maintenance, genuine Subaru parts, and financing 

options tailored to your needs, As a community-focused 

dealership, Subaru of Wesley Chapel also supports local 

initiatives and events, ensuring a positive experience both 

on and off the road. 

813-614-2810 

clo@the3autogiant.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Engaged: 

Attend a Breakfast, Ribbon 

Cutting or another Networking 

Event! 

Chamber Champion Members 



https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/details/15th-annual-pigz-in-z-hills-bbq-blues-fest-19670


 
Our Vision:   

“to be the best resource to support our 

members and attract new business” 

Why Join? 

Promotion of your business  
~Links on our website -  

the preferred conduit for business  
development and tourism in our area 

~Advertising Opportunities 

~Sponsorship Packages 

Awareness of your brand  

~Multimedia program partnership 

~Event participation 

~FREE Ribbon Cuttings  

Introduce your business to the  

community 

Networking with your clients  

~Interaction with potential customers 

~Business Breakfasts 

~Chamber Ambassador Opportunities 

~Events and Committees 

Receive a credit of $25.00 for  

each new member you refer! 



Did you know you can  

add your events to the Chamber 

Event Calendar? 

Check out the Event Calendar on the 

website and complete the “Submit New 

Event” 

So Easy! 

Happy  

Birthday 

Chamber 

Members 

With  

November 

 Birthdays 

We Hope Your 

Day Is  

Amazing! 

https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/calendar/


Do you share your birthday with anyone famous? 

Nov 1:Jenny McCarthy, Toni Collette, Anthony Ramos, Lyle Lovett 

Nov 2: David Schwimmer, k.d. lang, Nelly, Jon M Chu 

Nov 3: Dolph Lundgren, Dennis Miller, Kate Capshaw, Jim Cummings, Tom Savini 

Nov 4: Matthey McConaughey, Kathy Griffin, Ralph Macchio, Markie Post, Loretta Swit, Sean Combs 

Nov 5: Tilda Swinton, Robert Patrick, Famke Janssen, Sam Rockwell, Kevin Jonas, Tatum O’Neal, Art Garfunkel,  

Sam Shepard, Bryan Adams, Luke Hemsworth 

Nov 6: Emma Stone, Rebecca Romijn, Ethan Hawke, Sally Field 

Nov 7: Adam DeVine, Lorde, Christopher Knight, Jason Landon, Jeremy Landon, Joni Mitchell, Lindsay Duncan 

Nov 8: Parker Posey, Tara Reid, Courtney Thorne-Smith; Leif Garret, Jack Osbourne, Bonnie Raitt, Richard Curtis 

Nov 9: Lou Ferrigno, Chris Jericho, Eric Dane, Nick Lachey, Vanessa Minillo Lachey 

Nov 10: Tracy Morgan, Mackenzie Foy, Sinbad, Michael Jai White, Ellen Pompeo, Terence Davies, Zoey Deutch 

Nov 11: Leonardo DiCaprio, Stanley Tucci, Demi Moore, Calista Flockhart, Ashleigh Cummings, Tye Sheridan 

Nov 12: Ryan Gosling, Anne Hathaway, Neil Young, Megan Mullaly, Radha Mitchell 

Nov 13: Gerard Butler, Garry Marshall, Chris Noth, Whoopi Goldberg, Jimmy Kimmel, Joe Mantegna 

Nov 14: Josh Duhamel, D.B. Sweeney, Laura San Giacomo, Patrick Warburton 

Nov 15: Shilene Woodley, Ed Asner, Beverly D’Angelo, Sean Murray, Winston Duke 

Nov 16: Maggie Gyullenhaal, Marg Helgenberger, Lisa Bonet, Pete Davidson 

Nov 17: Rachel McAdams, Martin Scorsese, Danny DeVito, Lorne Michaels, Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio,  

Sophie Marceau, RuPaul 

Nov 18: Owen Wilson, Elizabeth Perkins, Mike Epps, Peta Wilson, Damon Wayans Jr. Nate Parker 

Nov 19: Jodi Foster, Meg Ryan, Adam Driver, Dick Cavett, Kathleen Quinlan, Larry King, Jason Scott Lee 

Nov 20: Joel McHale, Bo Derek, Dick Smothers, Demetrius Shipp, Jr. 

Nov 21: Goldie Hawn, Nicolette Sheridan, Bjork, Cherry Jones, Jena Malone 

Nov 22: Scarlett Johansson, Mark Ruffalo, Jamie Lee Curtis, Mariel Hemingway, Mads Mikkelsen, Katherine MdNamara 

Nov 23: Miley Cyrus, Franco Nero, Vincent Cassel, Joe Eszterhas 

Nov 24: Colin Hanks, Sarah Hyland, Katherine Heigl, Billy Connolly 

Nov 25: Christina Applegate, Ben Stein, John Laroquette, Amy Grant, Jill Hennessy, Dougray Scott 

Nov 26: Peter Facinelli, Natasha Bedingfield, Tina Turner, Rita Ora, Kristin Bauer 

Nov 27: Sharlto Copley, Bill Nye, William Fichtner, Robin Givens, Michael Vartan, Kathryn Bigelow 

Nov 28: Ed Harris, Judd Nelson, John Stewart, Randy Newman, Mary Elizabeth Winstead. Colman Domingo 

Nov 29:  Anna Faris, Dan Cheadle, Lucas Black, Garry Shandling, Jeff Fahey, Howie Mandel, Tom Sizemore, Andrew 

McCarthy, Cathy Moriarty, Diane Ladd, The Game, Chadwick Boseman 

Nov 30: Ben Stiller, Ridley Scott, Terrence Malick, Billy Idol, Elisha Cuthbert, Mandy Patikin, Mia Goth 



 

 

 

 

State/Local Damage Estimators Going Door-to-Door in Pasco 

~~Team members will be wearing official ID~~ 

Pasco County Building Construction Services is partnering with the Florida Division of Emergency Manage-
ment to continue estimating damage in Pasco’s hardest-hit neighborhoods following Hurricanes Helene and 
Milton. 
  

State and local team members are canvassing areas west of U.S. 19 through the end of November to  
provide accurate information about homes that were severely damaged and will require substantial  
improvements.  Preliminary damage inspections include evaluating the extent of damage to foundations, 
roofs, windows, walls, floors, doors, siding, installed appliances, electrical, plumbing, heating and air  
conditioning. 
  
All damage estimators will be wearing official identification and can provide contact information for  
verification. 
  
Please keep in mind that federal, state and county government employees will never approach you for cash 
payments.  If you’re hiring someone to help you rebuild, make sure the company is licensed in Florida by 
looking them up at MyFloridaLicense.com. 
  
Please contact Pasco County Customer Service with questions or concerns.  Call 727.847.2411 or chat with us 
online at MyPasco.net. 
 

 

Ralph Lair 

Intergovernmental Affairs Officer 

Intergovernmental Affairs 

Pasco County 

P 352-521-5116 

Historic Pasco County Courthouse 

37918 Meridian Avenue 

Dade City, FL 33525 

rlair@mypasco.net 

www.mypasco.net 

https://www.pascocountyfl.net/services/building_construction/index.php
https://www.floridadisaster.org/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/
http://www.MyFloridaLicense.com
http://www.mypasco.net


 





 

 

Public Invited to Saint Leo University  
Christmas Celebrations, Concerts  

 

 

►Campus will Host Christmas Village, Campus Lighting, Blessing of Manger, and More on Thursday,  
December 5 
 

► ‘A Saint Leo Christmas’ Concerts to be at Holy Name Monastery, Abbey Church  
  

Saint Leo University invites the local community to celebrate the Christmas season at its campus! All events 

are free and open to all ages. Saint Leo will kick off the holidays on Thursday, December 5, with its Christmas 

Celebration and its A Saint Leo Christmas concerts (4 p.m. and 7 p.m. at two locations).  

The schedule is as follows: 

A Saint Leo Christmas – holiday concert 

4 p.m., Benedictine Sisters of Florida’s Holy Name Monastery, 12138 Wichers Road, St. Leo, FL 33574 

(across the County Road 52 from the university). 

Christmas Village 

5 – 7 p.m., Saint Leo University Student Activities Building loggias and clock tower courtyard 

The holiday “village” is co-sponsored by the town of St. Leo and will feature local vendors, food, activities, 

special guests from the North Pole, and Christmas decorations 

Tree Lighting and Manger Blessing 

5:45 p.m., Saint Leo University walkway by Leo the Lion sculpture 

This is the annual blessing of the university’s Nativity scene and throwing the switch to light Saint Leo’s  

campus.   

Christmas Carols 

6:45 p.m., meet at Saint Leo University lion statue walkway 

Walk to the Saint Leo Abbey Church by candlelight and sing along to popular Christmas carols 

A Saint Leo Christmas – holiday concert and sing-along 

7 p.m., Saint Leo Abbey Church 

Concert Information 

With A Saint Leo Christmas being held in 

the beautiful spaces of Holy Name  

Monastery and Saint Leo Abbey Church, 

Dr. Cynthia Selph, director of the  

university’s music program, is making  

selections “that will fill those hallowed  

spaces with gorgeous music that celebrates 

both the sacred and cultural meaning of 

Christmas,” she said. Highlights will be  

choral music including O Magnum  

Mysterium by Morten Lauridson, What 

Sweeter Music by John Rutter, and Ave 

Maria by David MacIntyre, in addition to  

familiar Christmas carols in a sing-along 

with the audience. 



The Saint Leo Rhythm Machine will feature some jazz arrangements of familiar Christmas tunes such as God 

Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen. The string ensemble also will be featured in the concert, and Dr. Kyle Cherwinski 

will share some Christmas music on the marimba.  

There is no charge for the concerts, but donations are welcome to help send some Saint Leo students to  

perform at Carnegie Hall in March. A QR code will be available to make donations online.  

Seating is first come, first served with the Holy Name Monastery being a smaller space for the 4 p.m. concert. 

For more information about the concerts, email chantelle.macphee@saintleo.edu. 

Christmas Celebration Information 

Saint Leo University is at 33701 County Road 52, St. Leo, FL 33574. Free parking is available in surface lots 

and in the campus garage.  

Those with questions or who need more information may email heidi.dambrosio02@saintleo.edu. 

     -30- 

Photo cutlines/captions: 

A Saint Leo Christmas in 2023 featured students singing Christmas classics. 

In 2023, Saint Leo University lit up the campus and hosted its Christmas Village. Guests were greeted by the 

university’s cheer and dance teams.  

About Saint Leo University  

Saint Leo University is a Catholic Benedictine  

university dedicated to helping learners of all  

backgrounds and ages gain the competence and 

courage to be more. Offering more than 60 degree 

programs to more than 14,190 students each year, 

the nonprofit university is known for providing a  

values-based education in the liberal arts tradition 

and a community of belonging for those who seek a 

greater purpose in life. Saint Leo is regionally  

accredited and offers a campus in the Tampa Bay 

area of Florida, regional education centers, and  

several online programs. The university is home to 

more than 106,000 alumni. Learn more at 

saintleo.edu.  

 

Media Contact: Mary McCoy, Senior Editor & Media 

Relations Manager, mary.mccoy02@saintleo.edu, 

(352) 588-7118 or cell (813) 610-8416  

 

 

 

mailto:chantelle.macphee@saintleo.edu
mailto:heidi.dambrosio02@saintleo.edu
https://www.saintleo.edu/
mailto:mary.mccoy02@saintleo.edu


Pasco County Hosting Career Fair 

~~Interview for a new career November 8~~ 
  
 
 
 

Pasco County is hiring!  Pasco County Government wants you to join our growing and diverse team!  Pasco’s 
Human Resources Department is hosting an in-person career fair Friday, November 8, 2024, at the Pasco 
County Utilities Building in Land O’ Lakes.   
  
Our managers will be on-site conducting on-the-spot interviews, so dress to impress!  Please bring several 
copies of your resume.   
   

WHAT:     Pasco County Career Fair 
  

WHERE:  Pasco County Utilities Building  
                   19420 Central Blvd. 

                   Land O’ Lakes   
     
WHEN:     Friday, November 8, 2024 

       9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
  

This is your opportunity to join one of the top workplaces in the country.  To learn more about how we serve 
our community, click HERE. 
  
The following career opportunities are available NOW: 
  
 Correctional Officer Trainees 
 Utility Positions 
 Public Works/Equipment Operators 
 911 Dispatchers 
 Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources 
 Firefighters 
 Engineers 
 GoPasco Bus Drivers 
 Field Inspectors 
  
  
To learn more about Pasco County Government and how you can make a difference, visit MyPasco.net.  

https://www.pascocountyfl.net
https://www.pascocountyfl.net/services/human_resources/index.php
https://maps.app.goo.gl/m8WdijNQeKSAn4o87
https://maps.app.goo.gl/m8WdijNQeKSAn4o87
https://www.pascocountyfl.net/services/human_resources/how_we_serve_the_community.php
http://www.mypasco.net
http://www.MyPasco.net


NATIONAL ARTS IN EDUCATION WEEK 

The Hugh Embry Library and the Dade City Center for the Arts held their 2nd Annual National Arts in  

Education Week on Monday, September 9th thru Saturday, September 14th.  The Library offered many free 

and interesting classes during the week, and we had 24 exciting entries by local creative Artists whose Art 

was displayed throughout the Library to be admired by all.  Programs were provided with a picture of the 

Artists and their artwork which also indicated the art pieces that were for sale. On Thursday, September 12th 

the Dade City Center for the Arts sponsored the Meet & Greet Reception for the Artists which a great turnout 

was received from the community.  Commissioner Jim Shive provided opening remarks, and expressed the 

City’s appreciation for the Arts in our charming Downtown Dade City.  We enjoyed hearing from many of the 

Artists, and learned how they started their interest in Art.  A nice variety of food was provided, and special 

thanks to Olga’s Bakery & Deli and Farmhouse Market & Cafe for donating their delicious donuts and  

brownies.  A Surprise Drawing was also held which was won by one of our Artists, Magda MacKenzie. Please 

make plans to join us and hopefully enter a piece of your artwork for our 3rd Annual National Arts in  

Education Week in 2025!   



Why are there Rules for the Weeki Wachi River? 

When I moved to Florida in 1990, we took a long trip from St. Petersburg to 
Weeki Wachee for a camping weekend. We stayed at the Weeki Wachee  
Christian Camp and jumped into the river, swam up and down the area, and 
floated out to Rogers Park in Hernando Beach as the final thrill! 

There we were picked up and ferried back to the camp with our tubes to do it 
again – and again! There were power boats, kayaks, and jon boats along our 
way – and an occasional manatee sighting. Local teens were swinging out and 
jumping into “hospital hole” and a general feeling of freedom and escape from 
the mundane of life permeated every part of the experience. 

Weeki Wachee was a “city” in Hernando County, with the land owned by the Southwest Water Management District 
(SWFWMD or the District) and a tourist attraction was running on the land at the headsprings of the Weeki Wachee 
River. The Christian Camp was still hosting annual camping weekends, as well as renting its cabins and offering a day 
pass for a small fee. Residential and vacation places lined areas of the river with boats and floats in front of the private 
places. 

Traveling the river included areas of wilderness along what is now the Weekiwachee Preserve and the Springs  
Education Center. A trip down the Weeki Wachee river was a getaway from the daily grind and a chance to cool down 
with the 72-degree freshwater run. 

Weeki Wachee Springs Becomes a State Park 
In 2008, Weeki Wachee Springs attraction was handed over to the State of Florida, becoming a State Park. The City of 
Live Mermaids was still on the grounds, but its tiny cabins were its only residences, and they were occupied by those 
running the park. 

The Attraction needed a LOT of investment in its infrastructure and the State, Hernando County, and the newly formed 
Friends of Weeki Wachee Springs State Park went to work. 

About the Weeki Wachee River 

The Weeki Wachee River is fed by a spring that is so deep that its bottom has never been discovered. The Weeki 
Wachee Spring is a first-magnitude spring that gushes 117 million gallons of clean, pure H2O daily. This provides a  
pristine environment for river otters, manatees, fish, and other freshwater creatures of all shapes and sizes, including 
mermaids! 

Here is an overview and virtual tour of the Weeki Wachee River from the District 

Over the years, more and more people “discovered” the beauty of the Weeki Wachee river and the serene experience 
of traversing its crystal-clear waters.  As thousands of humans came to paddle and recreate along this piece of paradise, 
more trash was left along the banks and the banks eroded more quickly, harming the wildlife that called the river home 
and irritating the humans who lived, vacationed, or floated along its magical trek. At its peak, nearly 700 vessels used 
this regional treasure on one summer’s day! 

It became evident that there was a limit to how many people should use the Weeki Wachee River to maintain the 
river’s health. The District, Hernando County, and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection had a survey 
done in 2018-19 to evaluate the Weeki Wachee river’s condition. It was scientifically determined that the river’s  
condition was degrading. The causes of its degeneration were sought. When the report came back, the agencies 
worked together to come up with a plan that would allow the river to heal from its overuse while allowing people to 
enjoy its beauty, as a Florida Outstanding Waterway. 



Many locals have been frustrated that their freedom to use the river has been infringed on, but without the protection 
of the shoreline and seagrass to feed the river’s fauna, the Weeki Wachee was moving toward becoming a very  
different river than itself. 

Others have complained that power boats should not be allowed on the river, but there was no evidence that power 
boats specifically caused the problems – and what about those who live along the river? 

Increased recreational activities have had negative environmental impacts on the river by damaging vegetation and 
increasing erosion, which harms the water’s pristine quality.  

A Plan to Improve the Ecological Health of the Weeki Wachee River 
The primary issues facing the Weeki Wachee River district include nitrate enrichment,  
sedimentation, potential decreases in historical water flows, and decreases in desirable 
aquatic vegetation. Sedimentation alters the river channel structure and can smother  
beneficial submerged aquatic vegetation. 

Because we can’t do anything about how much rain falls, the District, the County, and the 
DEP went to work on what we can manage. This meant that human interaction with the 
river would need to change. 

The launch from Weeki Wachee Springs was limited and reservations became required 
whether launching your own kayak or renting one from the outfitter. 

Fixing What We Can to Restore the Weeki Wachee River’s Health 
The number of vessels allowed to launch from the river’s eastern entrance was limited to 70 per hour, and in 2018  
significant improvements were made to Roger’s Park at the western entrance to the Weeki Wachee River. 

Barbara Shelt, Environmental Scientist for the District explained, “Low Impact Development (LID) practices applied at 
Rogers Park include porous asphalt in the parking spaces, infiltration trenches and bioretention with wetland  
vegetation to reduce the amount of stormwater runoff to the river.” 

Disposable containers were prohibited on the Weeki Wachee river. 

2023 Brings Rules to Boaters on the Weeki Wachee River 
Most people would rather change their behavior a bit to preserve the Weeki Wachee River than to continue depleting 
its natural systems. They ask themselves, “What can I do to Protect Springs?” 

In July of 2023, a Springs Protection Zone was established on 5.61 miles of the river. In this area, beaching, mooring, 
anchoring and grounding vessels are no longer allowed.  Visitors to the river are still welcome to swim and boat. We 
just need to follow a few simple rules. 

The ecological study of the Weeki Wachee River found direct links between recreational activities and environmental 
impacts. For example, visitors who leave their kayaks, canoes and boats may trample vegetation and erode riverbanks 
and sand point bars. Those who climb or jump/swing from trees can damage the trees. 

From the Study, seven behavioral changes were found to be most likely to help the river heal itself while we continue 
to enjoy its magic. 

 

 



How to Protect the Weeki Wachee River during Recreational Use: 

• Follow state regulations where they apply on the river

• Stay in the vessel when possible.

• Don’t trample vegetation or kick up silt.

• Avoid climbing on banks and walking on sand point bars.

• Don’t climb trees or use rope swings.

• Don’t throw out litter or leave anything behind.

This means that there are many recreational activities 
we can still enjoy along the Weeki Wachee River. 
Swimming and floating are welcome. We just want to 
avoid stepping on the banks of the river and convert to 
tying our vessels to a tree along the river’s banks. 

No more picnics on the shore, but instead we can have 
picnics at Rogers Park or in our vessels. 

It is a sacrifice to give up our freedom to enjoy the 
Weeki Wachee River however we see fit, but the 
tradeoff of being able to enjoy such a beautiful place 
as it is seems worth it to me. 

For more information about the Weeki Wachee River and Ways to Protect it, please visit https://
www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/springs/6-tips-enjoy-the-weeki-wachee-river-responsibly 

Protecting the Weeki Wachee River Story Sources: 

https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/springs/weeki-wachee/dashboard 

https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/springs/weeki-wachee-natural-system-carrying-capacity-study 

https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/sites/default/files/medias/documents/Complete%20Final%20Report-Weeki%

20Wachee%20Carrying%20Capacity%20Analysis_02272020jb.pdf 

By Diane Bedard 

For more local news visit www.naturcoaster.com 

https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/springs/6-tips-enjoy-the-weeki-wachee-river-responsibly
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/springs/6-tips-enjoy-the-weeki-wachee-river-responsibly
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/springs/weeki-wachee/dashboard
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/projects/springs/weeki-wachee-natural-system-carrying-capacity-study
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/sites/default/files/medias/documents/Complete%20Final%20Report-Weeki%20Wachee%20Carrying%20Capacity%20Analysis_02272020jb.pdf
https://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/sites/default/files/medias/documents/Complete%20Final%20Report-Weeki%20Wachee%20Carrying%20Capacity%20Analysis_02272020jb.pdf
http://www.naturcoaster.org


Florida’s Largest Exterior and 

Interior Remodeling Company 

813-931-4663 

www.morganexteriorsinc.com 

 

• Business Listing—Web & Magazine 

• Eblast & Social Media Marketing 

• Brochure and Business Cards Display 

• Ribbon Cutting 

• Event Sponsorship’s 

• Networking—Online & In Person 

• Member to Member Discount 

• Website Job Listings 

Chamber Membership 

helps you reach your 

goals! 







 

Florida Kumquat Salsa 
 

Ingredients: 
2 cups Chopped fresh kumquats 
1/2 cup Chopped red onion 
1/4 cup Chopped fresh cilantro 
3 tbsp Olive Oil 
1/3 tsp Red pepper flakes 
Dash Cayenne pepper 
Pinch kosher salt 
 
Procedure: 
Combine all ingredients. Add more or less red pepper and cayenne to desired heat.  Let sit for 1 hour for the 
flavors to fully blend. 

Makes about 2 1/2 cups of salsa. 
 
Great served with tortilla chips, fish, or on top of grilled chicken breasts. 

 
 

Robin Spires 
2010 Recipe Contest / Division: Adult  

Category: Side Dish / Place: 2nd 

Uncle Mark & Norm’s Kumquat Cinnamon Cream Cheese Spread 
 

Ingredients: 
8 oz  Cream cheese 
10  Kumquats, ripe, washed, finely chopped, & seeded 
2 ½ tbsp Orange juice 
½ tsp  Cinnamon 
3 tbsp  Sugar, powdered  
  (add more or less, depending on taste) 

Procedure: 
Cut cream cheese into about 4 pieces and place them in a food processor; blend until smooth and soft.  Add 
kumquats and orange juice; blend until thoroughly mixed.  Add cinnamon and blend.  Add powdered sugar 
little by little and blend until creamy.  Chill until ready to serve. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Allen & Justin Stock 
2000 Cooking Contest / Division:  Youth 

Category:  Miscellaneous  



 
Nov 21, 2024 

This month held at the Dade City Office 

 

Another opportunity that the chamber 

offers New Members, Seasoned Members 

and Perspective Members to network. 

 

Come learn about “your” benefits you will 

receive when you join the Chamber! 

Held the 3rd Thursday of the Month at 8am-9am 
 

Location with alternated between the Dade City and Zephyrhills Office. 
 

Join us Dec 19, 2024 at the Zephyrhills Office  

 Get Engaged 

 Ask Questions 

 Receive Answers 

 Introduce you and your business to 

the staff 

 Introduce you and your business to 

the other attending businesses 

 Exchange Business Cards & Brochures 

 Network 

 Build relationships and potential  

customers 





Testimonials give consumers important information without  

being “salesy” and give potential customers the opportunity to 

do their own research and due diligence  

 

If you would like to submit a testimony email  

melody@eastpascochamber.org 

 
Joining a Chamber of Commerce is a strategic investment for  

businesses of all sizes. It provides a platform to connect, learn,  
collaborate, and grow within your local business community.  

From networking opportunities and increased visibility to  
advocacy and resources, the benefits of Chamber  

membership are numerous. 

Ride Free to the Polls on Election Day 
~~Make your voice heard with a free ride to the polls~~ 

  
PASCO COUNTY, FL  ----  Ride for free as you make 
your vote count on Election Day!  GoPasco County Public 
Transportation will offer free bus rides to the polls  
Tuesday, November 5, 2024, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  All 
you must do is present a valid Voter Information Card to 
take advantage of this free service! 

  
The free rides are possible for Pasco County voters thanks to a partnership between GoPasco and the Pasco 
County Supervisor of Elections. 
  
“Every citizen should be guaranteed the right to vote, and not having transportation is an obstacle GoPasco can 
help with,” says GoPasco Director Jannina Elkin.  “We are proud to support every Pasco County citizen who has 
this opportunity to have access to the voting polls.” 
  
Free bus rides aren’t available for early voting – just Election 
Day. 
  

“This partnership benefits the voters of Pasco County and epitomizes good government,” says Supervisor of 
Elections Brian Corley.  “We’re grateful to GoPasco for this program!” 
  
For more information on poll locations, please contact the Supervisor of Elections office at 800.851.8754 or visit 
mypas.co/PascoPrecincts 
  
To learn more about GoPasco, go to GoPasco.com. 

  

https://www.gopasco.com/
https://www.pascovotes.com/
https://www.pascovotes.com/
https://mypas.co/PascoPrecincts
http://www.GoPasco.com




SPIVEY KARATE HAPPENINGS 

Spivey Karate & Tai Chi 
12240 S. US Hwy 301 

Dade City, FL 33525 

www.spiveykarate.com 

11 yr. old Ashton Ahl earned his 
Shodan (1st Degree Black Belt) in 
Traditional Japanese Chito Ryu 

Karate.  

14 year old Owen Smith achieved his Nidan  

(2nd Degree Black Belt) in Traditional Japanese  

Chito Ryu Karate. Ashton Ahl recently passed his test for 1st Degree Black Belt in  

Open Style Weapons. 

NOV.  ENROLLMENT SPECIAL 

KARATE SPECIAL IS 

1/2 OFF DUES & 1/2 PRICE UNIFORM 

TAI CHI SPECIAL IS FREE T-SHIRT 



Article from Florida Woman’s Magazine 





Did you know that The Lark’s Nest has a fully equipped, dedicated space for Jewelry Making and 

Metalwork? Ava and Shari have acquired almost every piece of equipment and tool needed to 

craft wearable works of art out of gold, silver, and other fine metals. 

At the Lark’s Nest we offer a variety of Jewelry making classes ranging from beginner to ad-

vanced.  

Take a guided class for fun or gain the skills you need to advance your proficiency. 

We hope you enjoy this special issue of our monthly newsletter as we reintroduce you to our Jewelry Studio. 

Meet Shari Deoki - our jeweler 

I would like to take this opportunity to reintroduce myself to our Arts Community. Along with Ava Larkin, I’m part 

owner and VP of The Lark’s Nest in Dade City. I’m also the resident jewelry teacher of this flourishing community cen-

ter. I am originally from New York, but I have made my home here and I am honored to be a part of this neighbor-

hood. Since being, here, the people I have been introduced to have enriched both my professional and my personal 

life. 

Graduating from FIT, I went on to work for Guggenheim Partners for 15 years. I have had a fulfilling and  

accomplished career as a metalsmith; from international magazines to runway shows. I have traveled the world an my 

most recent class I attended was a Masters Jewelry stone setting in Florence, Italy. 

Art has always been a part of who I am, being among our talented artist at the nest has been nurturing. I look forward 

to being a vital part of the growth and development of The Lark’s Nest. 

Visit our studio space! Come by to say Hi. 

Contact Shari at 352-606-0044 or email sharid@thelarksnest.org. 

We strive to provide a diverse range of classes tailored to your requirements. Visit our website www.thelarksnest.org 

for an up to date list of our classes and to register for them. 

Some of our Jewelry Studio Classes: 

SPECIALTY CLASSES: 

• Couple’s Wedding Band-Silver and Gold 

• Date Night Jewelry Making 

• Group Jewelry Making Event 

• Sand Casting 

• Cuttle Bone Casting 

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED CLASSES: 

• Precious Metal Clay 

• Ring Making Class 

• Earring Making Class 

• Pearl Knotting 

 

The Lark’s Nest 

14118 7th Street, Dade City  

352-606-0044 

info@thelarksnest.org 





November in History: World & Pasco County 

 900-1500: Native Americans known as the Tocabaga Indians live in small villages at northern end of Tampa Bay 

 1502: Florida is mapped on the Cantino mao 

 1528: Panifilo de Narvaez expedition lands on shores of Old Tampa Bay, marches northward through what is 

now Pasco County 

 1538: The horse is introduced into Florida 

 1539: Hernando de Soto expedition names present Tampa Bay “La Bahia de Espiritu Santo” 

 1603: Pedro Ibarra appointed  Governor of Florida 

 1757: Spanish expedition renames Tampa Bay “La Bahia de San Fernando”, after the Spanish king; names  

entrance to Tampa Bay “La Punta de Pinal de Jimenez” (Point of Pines) 

 1817-1818: First Seminole War 

 1824: Florida’s first true lighthouse built in St. Augustine 

 1824: U.S. Army establishes Fort Brooke (later to become Tampa) 

 1824: Tallahassee chosen as location of capital (half-way between previous capitals of East and West Florida) 

 1825: Fort King Road is cleared. (It was completed in 1826, this military trail connected Fort Brooke (Tampa) to 

Fort King (Ocala.) 

 1839: Fort Dade is abandoned 

 1842: Jacob Wells arrives from Madison County and builds a home near Riggs Hammock on what originally was 

Handcart Road, now Prospect Road. A community developed there called Prospect. 

 1849: The Army rebuilds Fort Dade west of the current location of Dade City 

 About 1850: Capt. John Townsend builds a log cabin about 14 miles northwest of what is now Dade City. 

(Townsend donated the home in 1856 for use as a Methodist Church.) 

 1852: A man names Walter Lowe goes in the schooner Chestnut to Anclote Key and in several days secures a 

cargo of sponges. They brought such a profit that other men embarked in the business. This might be  

considered the birth of the sponge industry of Florida. (from an 1892 newspaper article) 

 About 1855: A bridge is constructed across the Withlacoochee River. According to a historical marker, it was 

constructed by the slaves of James Lanier 

 1859: The Florida map accompanying the 1859 annual report of the Surveyor General shows Pittitochoscolee, 

where Port Richey is now located 

 1859: A post office directory shows post offices at Cedar Tree, Fort Dade, and Fort Taylor 

 1860’s: During the Civil War, a salt works was in operation at the Salt Springs, just north of Port Richey 

 About 1866: Peter Karr Baillie and wife leave Georgia for Florida, build a home at what is now called Bailey’s 

Bluff. “Florida Cracker Days” gives the dates 1864 and 1867 



 1872: Mount Zion Methodist Church is constructed in Fort Dade, according to a 1920 article in the “Dade City 

Banner” 

 1874-1875: Two water mills used to grind meal are constructed by Levi Eiland. One was south of Chipco and 

the other was near the farm of J. W. Hudson (from A History of Hernando County 1840-1976) 

 1875: The Oak Grove Baptist Church in Fort Dade is in operation 

 1875: A grist mill built by Jack Howell and Levi Eiland goes into operation at Chipco 

 1878: The Enterprise Church is built. (It was moved to the Pioneer Florida Museum in 1977. A sign on the 

church lists the charter members as: Bishop D. D. Legget, P. E. W. (illegible) Jordan, Robert Sumner, Jane 

Sumner, David H Thrasher, J. Cary Sumner, Mary (illegible) Sumner, Willis Thrasher, James Shearer, Jane 

Shearer, F. S. Barnes, Mary Clement, Elizabeth Tucker, W. H. Parker (illegible).) 

 Nov 27, 2879: The “Decatur Daily Review” reports, “The sponge schooners have two places to clean their 

sponges when coast-sponging. One at Anclote Keys, the other at Rock Island.” 

 1882: The “Fort Dade Messenger” is established 

 Nov 27, 2882: A post office is established at Sumner. (It was renamed San Antonio on Dec 19, 1882. The post 

office was renamed Lake Jovita on Nov 1, 1926; it was renames San Antonio on Aug 1, 1931.) 

 1884: The “San Antonio Herald” is founded by Edmund Dunne, according to a history of San Antonio by Bill 

Dayton. (An early newspaper directory says it was founded in 1886. The Nov 4, 1897, issues says, “After a 

lapse of several years we have deemed it advisable to renew the publication of the San Antonio ‘Herald’ on 

the lines laid down by its former management…” and identifies the editor as Jno. B. Michel.) 

 About 1885: Dade City is incorporated. (A newspaper advertisement on Dec 5, 1885, called Dade City  

incorporated town and identified E. A. Hall as Mayor. A second incorporation occurred in 1889.) 

 Nov 4, 1885: A post office is established at Carmel 

 1886: The spongers from Key West build a pavilion at Bailey’s Bluff to store the sponges they had pulled from 

the Gulf 

 1886: The Dade City Hotel is built 

 Nov 9, 1886: A post office is established at Bee Tree 

 1887: The Plant System Railroad comes to Pasco County. (It was later called the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad. 

A second railroad arrived in 1888, which later became part of the Seaboard Railroad. Some businesses  

abandoned the Fort Dade location and moved to the new depot along Meridian Avenue; the new location 

was named Dade City.) 

 1887: A second newspaper in Dade City, the “Pasco County Democrat” is established by Capt. John B  

Johnston 

 About 1888: The “Lake View Highlands Hotel”, located near Pasadena and Chesterfield roads, off Clinton  

Avenue, is built. (It was a luxury hotel where wealthy visitors from the north vacationed. A Dec 1892  

advertisement indicated that Frederick L Small was manager. The freezes of 1894 and 1895 ended the  

prosperity of the community and the hotel, which burned Dec 31, 1901.) 



 1889: A Methodist church is erected on College Street in Dade City by James E Lee 

 1890: The U. S. census for Pasco County shows “4249 persons (3872 whites, 376 negroes, and 1 Indian”) 

 1891: The county’s first court house is constructed in Dade City. (County government had earlier been  

conducted in a temporary location.) 

 1891: John King Cheyney (1858-1939) starts a commercial sponge venture called the Anclote and Rock Island 

Sponge Company on Bailey’s Bluff. (On Mar 9, 1894, the “Tampa Tribune” reported on the Anclote & Rock 

Island sponge Co., John K Cheyney, manager. It reported that J. C. Bowyer has 13 vessels, 120 employees, 

$400,000 annual income.) 

 Nov 14, 1891: College Street Baptist Church, later First Baptist Church, is organized by ten leading families of 

Oak Grove Baptist Church, according to an article in “East Pasco’s Heritage”. 

 1892: An Episcopal church is contrasted at Lake Pasadena. (More information on St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

can be found at Fivay.org) 

 1895: An 1895 atlas shows these places in Pasco County, with populations: Abbott; Argo; Big Cypress;  

Blanton; Chipco 13; Dade City 321; Drexel; Earnestville 72; Ehren; Ellerslie; Godwin; Hegman; Hudson 16;  

Jessamine; Keystone Park; Lacoochee; Lenard 101; Macon 133; Milliards; Odessa; Owensboro; Pasadena; 

Pedrick; Port Richey 27; Richland; San Antonio 252; St. Leo; St. Thomas 202; Twin Lakes 76. The atlas also 

shows Anclote (population 84), although it is in Hillsborough county. 

 1897: Embry Tobacco Co. is established 

 1900: The population of Pasco County is 6054 

 Nov 24, 1902: A post office is established in Kenney 

 1904: The sawmill operation begins in Fivay 

 1904: The “Dade City Star” is established 

 Nov 8, 1908: Ocala National Forest established 

 1909: A newspaper is established in Trilby, the “Pasco News”. (It ceased publication in 1916) 

 Nov 27, 1909 Choctawhatchee National Forest established 

 1912: The Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Station is erected in Dade City 

 1913: The “Dade City Banner” is established 

 1913: Railroad service to Elfers is established by the Tampa and Gulf Coast Railroad to accommodate  

shipment of citrus. (The track extended to New Port Richey in 1916. According to “Florida Cracker Days”.  

Operation of the railroad assumed in 1927 by the Seaboard Air Line Railroad which closed the New Port  

Richey depot on Apr 25, 1943.) 

 Nov 17, 1914: The vote to incorporate Zephyrhills is held at the G. A. R. Hall. It passed 65 to 12 

 Nov 21, 1918: The “Port Richey Press” begins publication. (The publisher was Charles L Fox and son. The 

name was changed to the “New Port Richey Press” on Nov 4, 1920.) 

 1920’s: Florida land boom 



 1920: The Pasco County population is 8802 

 Nov 25, 1921: The “Dade City Banner” reports” “The turpentine business in the Darby section, known as the 

Amelia Still, suffered severely in the tropical storm of October 25, when the building was damaged and  

possibly a third of the timber blown down. This was followed on Tuesday night, November 15, by the  

destruction by fire of the commissary together with all tools and merchandise it contained, a loss of $2.000 

and without insurance. J. B, Sessoms, the manager; got a truck load of groceries in at once, and re-opened 

the commissary in a shanty. He has put in more goods since, and will run the store in its temporary quarters 

until a building can be erected for it.” 

 1922: The Cummer Sons Cypress Company sawmill is constructed at Lacoochee. (The last timber was milled 

on June 5, 1959.) 

 1925: The 1925 census shows these populations: Dade City 1776, New Port Richey 862, Zephyrhills 861, San 

Antonio 326, St. Leo 128 

 Nov 6, 1934: In an election. Pasco County votes 1130 to 679 in favor of becoming “wet”. Pasco was the 42nd 

of 67 counties to resume the selling of alcoholic beverages stronger than beer 

 1977: The West Pasco Government Center is constructed in New Port Richey and a new identical building is 

constructed as a court house in Dade City 

 1980: Gulf View Square Mall opens in New Port Richey 

 1986: Voters approve a measure to fund new parks and libraries. (The Hudson Regional Library opened on 

Apr 22, 1990; it was followed by Regency Park on Oct 16, 1990, Centennial Park on May 1, 1991, Hugh Embry 

on Sep 8,1991, New River on Nov 15, 1991, Land O’ Lakes on Dec 12, 1991, and South Holiday on Mar 24, 

1992) 

 1990: The 1990 census shows these population figures: Pasco County, 281,131; New Port Richey 14,044;  

Port Richey, 2523 

 Early Jan 2010: A week-long cold spell affects Pasco County. (Sleet and freezing rain fell on Jan 9. The low 

temperature in New Port Richey on the morning of Jan 11 was 26 degrees.) 

 Nov 1, 2016: Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton speaks at Pasco-Hernando State College in 

Dade City 

 Nov 8, 2016: Amber Mariano, age 21, is elected to the Florida House of Representatives from District 36.  

She is the youngest person ever elected to the Florida House. Donald Trump easily carries Pasco County in 

the vote for President 

 

Info from: Wikipedia: Pasco County, Wikipedia Florida, and Fivay.org 





































Your News Articles need to be 

emailed to  

melody@eastpascochamber.org by 

Nov 15, 2024 for the Dec Newsletter! 

 

 

We want to be able to promote you and let everyone know  

about you and your business! 

Questions call Melody at 352-567-3769 ext 202 

















































“Being active in your local chamber of commerce is an effective business 

strategy. It communicates to consumers that a company uses good  

practices, is reputable, cares about its customers, and is involved in its 

community.”  

Source: The Shapiro Group 


